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The whole notion that social government is to be
specialised like medicine or shoemaking, in the hands
of a particular class, involves a complete misconception
of the problem, confounding the expert drafting of laws
and administration, which are special arts, with the wider
rational ordering of social life to which the entire
organic society must contribute. The comparison of
the wisdom and ability of various classes, and of indi-
viduals within these classes, as a basis for the quanti-
tative apportionment of governmental powers, is only
one of the many fallacies which lurk in a sectional or
separatist solution of an organic problem. The wis-
dom of a nation for purposes of self-government cannot
be understood as the mere addition of the wisdom of
its separate units. The real plea for democracy is the
absolute need for the expression of the rational life of
the whole national organism in the arts of government.
Neither the equal right of all individual members, nor
the unequal capacities of separate classes measured by
education or by property, forms the true basis of
rational self-government. Through the necessarily
rude and imperfect mechanism of franchise and elec-
tions must breathe the conscious organic experience
of national life, expressed in large general judgments
and demands which are really the will and voice of
the people as a unity, and which only appear to be
the added judgments and demands of a number of
separate individuals, because of the necessary defects
of the mechanical instruments of record. Democracy
insists that the people as a whole is rational, and that
government must express this rationality. This does
not exclude but implies a recognition of the need of
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